S4160

Commission. | am pleased and honored
to say that Mr. Minami also served as
a member of my Judicial Screening
Committee, from 1993 to 1996. Mr.
Minami did an outstanding job on the
committee, and his contributions were
invaluable. He has been a successful ad-
vocate for increasing the selection of
African Americans, Latinos, Native
Americans, and Asian Americans for
executive and judicial appointments at
both State and Federal levels.

Dale Minami embodies the legacy of
Thurgood Marshall. I commend him for
his dedication, hard work, and many
achievements in the areas of civil lib-
erties and social justice and wish him
well in all future endeavors. He is the
kind of person who makes my State
and our country a better place. ®

———————

COMMEMORATING THE 47TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF TUNISIA’S INDE-
PENDENCE

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, today,
Tunisia commemorates the 47th anni-
versary of its independence from
France. Our two countries share a long
friendship that began in 1797, when Tu-
nisia was one of the first countries to
sign a Treaty of Peace and Friendship
with the United States. In 1956, when
Tunisia gained independence from
France, the United States was one of
the first countries to recognize
Tunisia’s independence. This long rela-
tionship has served as the backdrop for
our increased cooperation in the efforts
to combat international terrorism. Our
shared commitments to peace, secu-
rity, and stability in the world will re-
main the most important principles
guiding our relationship throughout
the 21st century.

I am pleased by Tunisia’s commit-
ment to further strengthen the demo-
cratic values that our two countries
share as the foundation for free and
open societies, and I am confident its
leaders will continue to work toward
promoting greater political freedom
and respect for human rights through-
out the region.

I wish the Tunisian people the best as
they celebrate their country’s success-
ful transition from colony to republic.
I look forward to many more years of
cooperation and friendship between the
United States and Tunisia.

———

HONORING DR. GEORGE V. IRONS,
SR.’S INDUCTION INTO THE ALA-
BAMA MEN’S HALL OF FAME

® Mr. SESSIONS. | rise today to honor
Dr. George V. lrons, Sr.’s induction
into the Alabama Men’s Hall of Fame.
Dr. Irons was Distinguished Professor
of History and Political Science at
Samford University for 43 years and a
prominent civic leader. As a professor,
he taught 17 students who became uni-
versity presidents—a record in Amer-
ican education.

Dr. Irons was also one of Alabama’s
true athletic greats—the only Univer-
sity of Alabama track field athlete
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ever inducted into the prestigious Ala-
bama Sports Hall of Fame. He is also
the only person inducted by both Ala-
bama Sports Hall of Fame and the Ala-
bama Men’s Hall of Fame.

While a student at the University of
Alabama, he was spotted by Coach
Hank Crisp running across the campus
because he was late to class. Coach
Crisp promptly put him on the track
team where he set a collegiate record
the first time he pulled on a Crimson
Tide uniform. Remarkably, his records
still stand today.

Before the days of the million-dollar
band at major football games, halftime
entertainment consisted of a sport
called road racing. After laps in the
stadium runners would speed over a
hill-and-dale course, about 4 miles, fin-
ishing as the halftime show. In this
realm, his feats have been heralded by
as the greatest of his era.

The Men’s Hall of Fame was created
by the Alabama Legislature in 1987 to
honor posthumously those men who in
their chosen professions have made na-
tional and international impact for the
betterment of humanity. Past induct-
ees include some of America’s most
distinguished leaders: Warner Von
Braun, famed scientist who developed
rockets which propelled American as-
tronauts to the Moon; George Wash-
ington Carver, botanist who mutated
plants to create vital food sources
throughout the South; and James A.
“Brother’” Bryan, who gave sacrifi-
cially to fellow Alabamians during
some of the severest economic times.

Its most recent inductee, Dr. lIrons,
joined the Howard College (now
Samford University) staff in 1933, the
depth of the Great Depression. On his
first day the College President asked
him to report to the bank to try to
stop mortgage foreclosure on the
school. At this time, the school owed
over a half million dollars. Dr. Irons’
personality and persuasion on behalf of
the college won the day, saving the
school from foreclosure. During dif-
ficult economic times, he often taught
for the salary of an IOU and in his
spare time he coached the college
track team and fired the dorm furnace.

In 1962 he received Freedom Founda-
tion’s George Washington Medal of
Honor for his speech: ‘“‘Freedom, Amer-
ica’s Weapon of Might.”” It was broad-
cast worldwide on the U.S. Armed
Forces Network. He was the first Ala-
bamians to win this award. He also dis-
tinguished himself through military
service in World War Il and was a re-
spected leader in civic, social, and pro-
fessional organizations.

Dr. Irons was elected to the Alabama
Men’s Hall of Fame as the representa-
tive of the entire 20th Century. J.L.M.
Curry, former Congresswoman and am-
bassador whose statue as one of Ala-
bama’s two representatives in the Cap-
itol’s Statuary Hall collection, was
elected for the nineteenth century.

It is good this revered Hall of Fame
honors those heroes who celebrate the
best of our past. | am hopeful that Dr.
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Irons’ life as an athlete, university ed-
ucator, military serviceman, and com-
munity leader will continue to serve as
an inspiration for future generations.e

———

JAMIL DADA, RECIPIENT OF THE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA FIVE
NATIONS DISTRICT 2003 DISTIN-
GUISHED CITIZEN GOOD SCOUT
OF THE YEAR AWARD

® Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, | would
like to take this moment to reflect on
the exceptional work of Jamil Dada,
who will be honored by the Boy Scouts
of America’s Five Nations District
with its 2003 Distinguished Citizen
Good Scout of the Year Award on
March 21, 2003.

Jamil Dada is exceptionally qualified
for this award, with a strong record of
serving others in his community in
Riverside County and the broader re-
gion. His contributions to both local
and regional community organizations
have made a significant difference to
countless Californians.

Mr. Dada’s most prominent role is
that of chairperson for the Riverside
County Workforce Development Board,
working to ensure a healthy, well-
trained workforce for the county. In
addition, Mr. Dada devotes his time as
a board member for the Boy Scouts of
America Inland Empire Council, the
Family Service Association of Western
Riverside County, the Magnolia Center
Division of the Greater Riverside
Chamber of Commerce, the Police Ac-
tivities League in Moreno Valley, the
Planned Giving Advisory Board of UC
Riverside, the Riverside Community
College Foundation, and the United
Way of the Inland Valleys.

In the city of Moreno Valley, he dem-
onstrates his broad capacity for leader-
ship as the vice chairman of the
Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce,
the treasurer of the Moreno Valley
Substance Abuse Task Force, and vice
president of the Community Assistance
Program, which provides food to those
in need.

Mr. Dada is also an Honorary Com-
mander at March Air Reserve Base,
where he serves as vice president of the
March Field Air Museum, chairman of
the Friends of March Field, and treas-
urer of the March Air Reserve Base
Forum.

It is clear that Jamil Dada is an out-
standingly active, concerned citizen,
and | am extremely proud to extend my
sincere congratulations to him on this
much deserved recognition from the
Boy Scouts of America Five Nations
District.

I send my best wishes for a memo-
rable celebration of Jamil Dada’s ac-
complishments and for his continued
success.®

——
CELEBRATING NATIONAL SAFE
PLACE WEEK
® Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, as our

country faces imminent war with lIraq,
and current events of the day may turn
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